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Weekly Trading Information - Markets update

There is no end in sight to the volatility in equity markets, as last week they managed to rebound from the
previous week's slump, only to find themselves in a new round of selling pressure as the new, shortened, week
commences. The ongoing rift between China and the US with respect to imposing tariffs on one another (albeit
of small scale and rather symbolic in nature) is keeping investors awake at night, in case these are preliminary
shots before a full scale trade war erupts. But it is the turmoil in the Technology sector which is really testing
investors' resolve these days. It all started with Facebook’s troubles two weeks ago, but President’'s Trump
tweets aiming Amazon is rattling the sector which has been the leader for the last two years and had provided
support in the overall market sentiment until recently. Trump claims that Amazon is taking advantage of the US
Postal system, paying far less than it should and he is making claims that the company is not fully tax compliant.
The fact that Amazon's CEO is the owner of the Washington Post, one of the strongest public critics of the Trump
administration, does not help the situation. Analysts note that some kind of tighter regulation on technology firms
as well as tweaks in tax treatment might be coming. which might put some pressure on the sector in the coming
period. As far as macroeconomic data, the attention will be focused on the Eurozone inflation numbers and on
the employment data out of the US on Friday. Last week, the PCE (personal consumption expenditures) index in
the US was announced in line with expectations (1.6% y.0.y), bringing some relief to the markets, which have also
inflationary pressures to worry about this year, apart from politics.

Soon enough the corporate earnings announcements for Q1 as well as guidance for the remainder of the year
will begin, which together with the dividend season in Europe should provide some support to equity markets.
Last week it was Utilities which outperformed the market (Suez +5%), as bond yields moved lower and the sector
demonstrates defensive characteristics. GlaxoSmithkline (+6%) and Biogen (+5%) also rallied as investors are
warming up again to the Pharma sector, while Daimler (+5%) announced the creation of a joint venture with BMW/
which will acquire the mobility services business unit of the two companies (self driving cars, electric car
accessories etc.).

Bond prices moved higher again in response to the turmoil in the equity markets, with yields breaking to new
lows. The US 10 year Treasury yield closed at 2.75% from 2.85%, while the 10 year German Bund yield finished the
week at 0.50% from 0.53%.

Gold rallied back close to its resistance levels, 1'345$ but has failed so far to capitalize on the selling pressures in
the equity markets. A clear break of the 1'360/1'370 region is heeded for the metal to rally past 1'400. The Gold
Miners are performing better than the metal during the last two weeks, a sign that investors are buying back the
sector, as broad equity indices are back close to the lows of the year.

The EUR is stuck in a tight range of 122 - 1.24 , with no real catalyst in sight. The JPY tested the levels below
105.0 against the USD, but was quickly sold and returned back to the 105.50-106.50 range. All USDJPY rallies
have stopped around 107.50 which is a major resistance point. The JPY is a hedge against equity market turmoil.
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Chart of the Week

As trade war talks are now in the daily menu of news, it is
interesting to see the regions with which the US has the largest
trade deficit.

As expected, China has developed during the last 7 years into the
largest trade «partner» of the US, while the rest have pretty much
maintained a rather stable market share, as the US trade deficit has

been i

ncreasing again sinve 2009.

Figure 1: US trade deficit by country (Red is China)
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Disclaimer

The content of this document has been produced from publicly available information as well as from internal research and rigorous
efforts have been made to verify the accuracy and reasonableness of the hypotheses used. Although unlikely, omissions or errors might
however happen.

The data included in this presentations are based on past performances and do not constitute an indicator or a guarantee of future
performances. Performances are not constant over time and can be positive or negative.

Any investment decision needs to be discussed with your advisor and cannot be based only on this document.
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